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The Basics of Christianity ... and then some ...
A Christian center with FREE Resources, Information and Links
Testifying of God, Heaven and of Eternal Life through Jesus Christ the Savior
both now and yet to come!
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Matthew 12:40 For as (the prophet) Jonah was Three Days and Three Nights in the whale's
belly; so shall the Son of Man be Three Days and Three Nights in the heart of the earth.

Please invite your Church, family & friends, to
experience the 2009 Jesus Walk Easter Timeline Devotion




Becoming uni tedin Jesus (Easter) 2009

All the Way, Walking the Long Road

The Jesus Walk 10 day timeline devotion includes the group oriented devotion
"Becoming United in Jesus". The additional individual oriented devotion "All the Way,
Walking the Long Road" is scheduled to be completed and included in the 2009 Jesus
Walk final version.

David Anson Brown

Be a part of the Jesus Walk 2009 (Easter) Resurrection Week
10 Day Timeline - Devotion - Bible Study.
It will change your Life!

Jesus Walk 2009 proving the Leadership of Jesus Christ in that during the many

Passion - Holy Week events the events didn't just happen to Jesus
but in actuality Jesus happened to the events.

Also look for the Jesus Walk 2009 Timeline Devotion

All the Way, W alking t he Long Road

Begins April 3, 2009 and continues through (Easter) April 12, 2009

Looking forward to joining you all in the Marvelous and Joyous
Celebration of Resurrection Life!

Our Eternal Life in the Glorious Resurrection Life of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

Downloads for the 2009 version

(PDF) Jesus Walk 10 Day (Easter) Week 2009 Devotion
(Ms Word .doc) Jesus Walk 10 Day (Easter) Week 2009 Devotion



http://www.basicchristian.org/JesusWalk.pdf
http://www.basicchristian.org/JesusWalk.doc

Jesus Walk 10 Day (Easter) Week 2009 - Bible Study - Personal Devotion -
Timeline of Events

Follow along with Jesus in the current Resurrection (Easter) Holiday dates of 2009
during the last Ten days leading up to and including His Cross and His Glorious
Resurrection.

It also marvelously explains and demonstrates that Jesus did indeed die and remain
deceased for a total of 3 days and 3 nights and that He then Resurrected, returned
from death, just as He prophesied that He would.

This is a Personal Study -Journal encouraging the reader to include their own devotions
during this 10 day journey with Jesus.

Welcome to Jesus Walk 2009

This is your Personal Invitation to join in and follow along with
the Jesus Walk 2009 Holy Week 10 day Devotion/Bible Study, Journal event

In 2009, Jesus Walk will begin Friday, April 3 "d and continues
through Resurrection (Easter) Sunday April 12 th 2009

Brought to you by:
www.BasicChristian.org
www.BasicChristian.info

What is Jesus Walk 2009

Jesus Walk is a 10 day personal Devotional Study Journey that guides the reader along the
original course that Jesus and His fi  rst disciples walked on that glorious first Resurrection
(Easter) Holy Week. Following is a link to the Jesus Walk material and a Jesus Walk 2009 PDF
file is also available as a FREE download.

Why is there a Jesus Walk 2009
Jesus Walk is a 10 day opportuni ty to consistently draw closer to God and in doing so to get to
know Him better and to learn more about who He is and what He has done for us.

Where is Jesus Walk 2009

Jesus Walk is a Personal Devotion/Bible Study that is available on  -line and as a FREE download,
allowing for anywhere you are during the 10 days of Holy Week, to be where your Jesus walk
devotion will take place.


http://www.basicchristian.org/
http://www.basicchristian.info/

My Part in Jesus walk 2009

Your part in Jesus Walk 2009 is to get as much out of this 10 day Journey with Jesus as you
can by putti ng as much into it as you can. This includes daily time of Prayer, Devotions, Bible
Study, Journal Entries, Praise & Worship, Fellowship, Communion, Anointing and anything else
that will assist you on your journey with Jesus.

Materials for Jesus walk 2009
Here are a few materials that you might need to facilitate this 10 day event.

1 A Bible with both the Old and New Testaments

T A Journal to write down your discovery's, thoughts, prayers, hopes, and dreams in
(especially in these current times of war & crisis)

T  Worship & Praise Music CD's

T Anointing Oil - olive - or scented, found in Christian Bookstores

T  Communion Bread and Communion Wine (grape juice) available at stores

Please Invite your friends and loved ones to join you in taking the Jesus Walk 2009 Devotion
available at

www.BasicChristian.org/jesuswalk.html

God Bless you,
David Anson Brown



http://www.basicchristian.org/jesuswalk.html

Topics
[Timeline] A Timeline and Biblical explanation of the events of the Ten Days.
[Introduction]  An Introduction and getting started on our journey with Jesus.
[Friday] April 3, Meeting up with Jesus and His disciples in Bethany.

[Saturday] April 4, Palm Saturday the Triumphal Entry of King Jesus into Jerusalem, the Feast of
Sabbath is fulfilled.

[Sunday] April 5, Jesus cleanses the Temple of moneychangers.

[Monday] April 6, The Pharisees dispute the authority of Jesus & the Mt. Olivet discourse is
given.

[Tuesday] April 7, Judas agrees to betray Jesus.

[Wednesday] April 8, The New Covenant of Jesus. God agrees to die for our sins; therefore
death has "Passed us Over". The Feast of the Lord's Passover is fulfilled.

[Thursday] April 9, Crucifixion and death of Jesus on the cross, providing removal of our sins,
the Feast of Unleavened Bread is fulfilled.

[Friday] April 10, The tomb of Jesus is sealed by the Romans, spices and ointments are
purchased and prepared to further anoint the body of Jesus.

[Saturday] April 11, The tomb of Jesus remains sealed, Sabbath day.

[Sunday] April 12, The Resurrection of Jesus, the Feast of First Fruits is fulfilled as Jesus gives
the First Fruits of the Holy Spirit to His disciples.

[Conclusions] Final thoughts about the Ministry, the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus.

[Old Testament Feasts] The Eight Appointed Holy Feasts of Leviticus Chapter 23.

[Future Feasts] Considered.

[Old Testament Prophecies] Old Testament Prophecies and their New Testament fulfillment.
[Common Holy Week Questions] Questions often asked about the Holy Week Events
[Secular Easter Season Hoaxes] Secular denial of the Easter resurrection of Jesus Christ.

[Leadership Articles] A 5 part Holy Week Leadership article series based on the Jesus Walk
Time line Devotion presented at iExalt.com in April - May 2004.

[Additional Resources]  Mp3 file download and future Devotion dates.




[Introduction]
Spending Resurrection (Easter) Week w ith Jesus 2,000 Years Ago

Resurrection Week 2009
Journeying with Jesus the last 10 Days He was physically on the earth

Luke 12:49,50 But | am (Jesus) come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already
kindled? But | have a baptism (Crucifixion & Resurrection) to be b aptized with; and how am |
straitened till it be accomplished (Fulfilled)!

As disciples of Jesus, let's go back with Jesus and the original disciples to revisit and re
live the last week that Jesus spent on earth. This week is also referred to as "Holy
Week." The 10 days will be Friday through the next Sunday. To examine the last week
we will have to piece together many items and statements from throughout the Bible. As
we go back to the original Holy Week, we will travel like students and detectives,
searching the scriptures for events and clues that took place nearly 2,000 years ago. We
will in actuality be students and detectives of Jesus, searching out Who He is and what
His ministry came to accomplish here on earth.

Our first and most substantial clu e to the last days of Jesus' visit on earth is the fact that
Jesus rose from the dead and that He did it on the first day of the week, Sunday. We
find this important information in each of the four gospels. Matthew 21, Mark 16:1,2,
Luke 24:1, and John 20:1 . Sunday is the first day of the week. We often consider
Monday to be the first day of the week but Monday is actually the first workday of the
week. A glance at any calendar will confirm that Sunday is listed first in the row with
Saturday being the last day of the week. God prescribed in the 10 commandments given
by God to Moses on Mt. Sinai, for the last day of the week to be a "Sabbath” or a day of

rest Exodus 20:10 . The last day, Saturday, of each week is the rest day for every Jew.
As detectives we wr ite our first piece of information in the column with the heading of
Sunday, "The resurrection of Jesus, from Death to Life." We currently celebrate this day

as Easter but the correct name for this day is "Resurrection Sunday."

Next as detectives Matthew 1  2:40 tells us that Jesus Himself told the Scribes and the
Pharisees who were asking of Him to perform a miraculous sign, that indeed a
miraculous sign would be given. The sign would be that Jesus would spend three days

and three nights in the center of the earth, just like Jonah the prophet spent three days
and three nights in the whale's belly, Jonah 1:17 . In many places the Bible tells that
Jesus was to suffer and die then be resurrected the third day, Matt 16:21, Mark 8:31,

Luke 9:32 . Counting back from Resurrection Sunday three days and three nights, we
now land on the Thursday column as the day of the Crucifixion of Jesus. Traditionally,
Friday is celebrated as the day of crucifixion but remember we are journeying back to

the original Holy Week to be wi th Jesus and His original disciples. Knowing that Thursday
was the day of crucifixion, we also now know that Wednesday, the day before the
crucifixion is the "Lord's Passover Feast" the day that Jesus celebrated the "Last Supper
and Communion" with the dis ciples.



We now have five of our ten days of Jesus' activity known, the Sunday of Resurrection

and the Thursday of Crucifixion and the Wednesday of the Last Supper or Passover. Now

as detectives we can broaden our horizon of the last week and catch up to Je sus and the
disciples. John 12:1  tells us "Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to

Bethany where Lazarus was." Six days before the Passover on Wednesday will place
Jesus at Lazarus' house on the preceding Friday. We can now travel back to the Frida y
before the Passover and meet with Jesus and the disciples to spend the last Glorious

week with Him.

Friday {Anointing - Preparation Friday}

This day coincides with Friday April 3, 2009

On our journey to be with Jesus we find that Bethany is located on the Mount of Olives,
Luke 19:29, Mark 11:1 and that Bethany is less than 2 miles from Jerusalem, John
11:18 . Once we walk up the Mount of Olives and ask directions to Lazarus', Mary's, and

Martha's house, we would come into a small stone house to find Mar tha busy working in
the kitchen while Mary is seated and at rest near Jesus. Lazarus whom Jesus had

recently raised from the dead John 11:44  was also seated at the table. No doubt he

had much to talk to Jesus about. If we came in at just the right moment, we would smell
the aroma that filled the house as Mary anointed Jesus with almost a pound of very

costly Spikenard oil  John 12:3 . We would hear Judas complain that the expensive
ointment was wasted and hear the rebuke of Jesus as He defended Mary and procl aimed

that she had done an honorable act of worship in anointing Him for His coming burial.
Personal Reflection #1 Anointing Ol

Mary Anointed Jesus with very costly and very precious oil. Biblically oil is a symbol of
acceptance. To anoint someone is to accept them, to accept them for who and for what

they are. Judas on the other hand did not want to bother with anointing Jesus. He didn't
even want to be bothered with other people anointing Him. Mary was accepting Jesus.

She had accepted that He had come to die for her in her place and was anointing Jesus

for His coming burial. The cross of Jesus was something that even the disciple s had not
yet been able to come to grips with yet Mary had and Mary acknowledged and accepted

Jesus for it. Having accepted the gift from Jesus that He was to die in her place for her

sins she had now entered into a place of rest and comfort. Rest in that she did not have
to work to amend for her own sins and comfort in that all things would be taken care of

for her through God who is also King, her King Jesus.

As we begin our walk with Jesus let's pause and reflect (Selah) about acceptance ... are
there pe ople in our own lives who we need to anoint and to accept even though we don't
understand them? How much could our fellowships gain by this one simple act of
anointing one another in the simple affection of acceptance. Anointing others with the
precious oi | of acceptance can only come from our own rest and security through the
knowledge of what Jesus Himself has done and will do for us in our lives.



Psalms 133 Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It
is like the pre cious ointment upon the head that ran down upon the beard even Aaron's
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded His blessing,
even life forevermore.

Are we anointing and accepting of ourselves? Biblically people are allowed to anoint

refresh themselves with oil (Matthew 6:17). In fact it is crucial that we accept ourselves.

God has already accepted us. He created us and He is for us. Ho w is it that we can
reject what God has already accepted?

Are we anointing and accepting of Jesus? Even today we can anoint Jesus with His
precious costly oil of acceptance by accepting His accomplishments in His sacrificial
death and eternal resurrection life for us and by trusting in His authority and Kingly rule
over and in our lives.

We would like to be bold enough to take the steps to walk where Jesus walks, but it is
now evident even on this day, day one, that Jesus does not walk as a human walks but
that He walks as God walks. For us to walk with Jesus we are going to have to be bold
and remove our focus from others and place it on God.

Personal Devotion - Reflections




Saturday {Triumphal Entry - Jesus is King Saturday}

This day coincides with Saturday April 4, 2009 Palm Saturday - Feast of Sabbath Rest -
10" of Nisan, Selection of the Passover Lamb, Exodus 12:3

Psalms 84:3 .. O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God.

On the next day Saturday, John 12:12 , we would rise up  early with Jesus and the
disciples. The people gathering for the celebration of the week long Passover Feast in

the city of Jerusalem would hear that Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem and would

gather palm branches to wave in honor of their coming King, Je sus. Because Saturday is
a Sabbath day it is unlawful for the people to gather branches for their own personal use

but it is not unlawful to gather the branches and wave them in an act of worship of

Jesus. It is work to sustain our lives but it is not work to worship God.

Jesus would send two disciples ahead to get a donkey and the donkey's baby that Jesus

would ride on His way into Jerusalem. This will be a direct fulfillment of what the Prophet

Zechariah saw and wrote about 400 years earlier. "Rejoice gre atly, O daughter of
Zion; shout O Daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is

just, and having salvation; upon the colt the full of a donkey." We would see on
this day Jesus would present Himself to Israel as the King. The prophet Danie | also saw
and wrote about this day, Daniel 9:25 . The event of cheering Jesus as King would take

the entire day. There would be one dispute with the Pharisees as they would demand

that Jesus silence His disciples. Jesus would reply that if the disciples re mained silent
that the very rocks would cry out in testimony to the glory of God.

Mark 11:10-11 Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the

Lord: Hosanna in the highest. And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and
when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide [close of this
Saturday Sabbath day] was come, He went out unto Bethany with the twelve.

We will enter into the Temple with Jesus and look around but we will soon depart as the

evenin g is near and with the darkness of nightfall the Jewish Sabbath day will draw to a

close. We depart the temple and Jerusalem with Jesus keeping all of the Triumphal entry

and the Temple events of that Glorious day enclosed within the one Sabbath day and no t
permitting the Triumphal Entry events to continue into the next day a non - Sabbath,
non - Feast day. That evening we would return with Jesus back up to the Mount of Olives

to Bethany Mark 11:11 . We would have to leave at the evening time to get to our

desti nation before nightfall as this day is a Sabbath day and is a day of rest. Acts 1:12
tells us that Mount Olivet is "from Jerusalem a Sabbaths days journey” so we know
that we would be able to walk that distance and not break the Sabbath law.

That night lay ing at the top of Mount Olives and looking at the stars and reflecting on
the days events, it would begin to seem that the events that Jesus is carrying out have
already been written about by the prophets hundreds even thousands of years earlier.
As discip les wanting to be informed about the situation at hand, we would rethink the
scriptures in a new light and begin to consider that Jesus has presented Himself as King
to the people and this occurred on a feast day the feast day of "Sabbath.” Examining
Levit icus 23 , we would notice that God prescribed eight Feasts that were to be followed



in order, by His people the Jews. The first feast was the weekly Saturday feast of
"Sabbath" or rest.

This was the feast we celebrated today. Suddenly, life flows through ou r bodies as we
remember a Bible passage from the Apostle Paul, Colossians 2:16;17 "Let no man
therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of any holy day, or of the

new moon or of the Sabbath days: which are shadows of the things to come

but t he body is of Christ " Wow! We realize that Jesus is now at this very moment in

the process of fulfilling scripture, the prophecies and the feasts appointed in Leviticus
23 which were written in advance for Jesus to later fulfill. We consider and savor the

thought that our King has come and we can now find rest. With Jesus in rule and

authority over our lives we can now rest or Sabbath. Jesus is our King. In Him is Justice,
righteousness, Truth, Light and Life. In Him we can trust and in Jesus we find our r est.
No more striving with a world that is full of inhumane wrongs and cluttered with

injustice. In King Jesus we now have comfort.

We note that the "Sabbath" is first a commandment, the 4th of the Ten Commandments

given by God to Moses on Mt. Sinai and it is also the 1st prescribed feast day of God. We
then pay special attention to entering into the rest that Jesus provides as King in our

lives, we do not want to disobey both a Commandment and a Feast day. Life becomes
much more meaningful as we peacefully rest - Sabbath the night in Jesus.

Personal Reflection #2 Jesus our Savior, our King, our Friend, our Rest

Psalms 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His
handywork.

We too would like to join in with the rocks of Jerusalem an d indeed all of creation and
declare the glory of our God and King in Christ Jesus and as we do declare the Deity and
Honor of Jesus we declare that we to can now rest in His rule and in His Authority.

We rest in Jesus, resting physically, emotionally and spiritually. It is a wonderful
accomplishment to be able to cease from worry, fear and anxiety. Few are they that

enter into it but blessed are those who do as rest is something to be entered into, it is

an achievement, an accomplishment.

Hebrews 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same
example of unbelief.

Personal Devotion - Reflections




Sunday {Cleansing - Holiness Sunday}
This day coincides with Sunday April 5, 2009

We awake early Sunday morning, the first day of the week, to see Jesus and the

disciples on their way back to Jerusalem and the temple Mark 11:12 . Catching up we
would find Jesus examining a fig tree for fruit. Finding no fruit Jesus will curse the fig

tree Mark 11:14 . We will stand by in amazement as we realize that this Jesus is the

same God that Adam and Eve sinned against and then used a fig leaf in an attempt to

cover their sins. Jesus is now saying that there are no more self -made, man -made
coverings for sin. The system of fig tree religion is now a curse by God because fig tree

religion never did produce fruit for God.

We will then follow Jesus into the temple as acting King. Jesus will now cleanse the
temple of ungodliness Matthew 21:12 -17, Mark 11:1  5-19 and we will know that the
true temple is our bodies and that we need to present our bodies holy and undefiled to

God. Listening we hear Jesus proclaim that His temple will be a house of prayer for ALL
nations Mark 11:17 and we rejoice to be a part of the Kingdom of God and to know
that above all, God desires for us to pray (talk/listen) to Him in getting to know Him.

That evening we will return with Jesus and the disciples to the Mount of Olives.

Personal Reflection #3 Unfruitfulness in our own life

Jesus recognized unfruitfulness and He took action to remove it. Every one of us (unlike

Jesus) has an unfruitful aspect in our own life. We too can be bold like Jesus, in that

when we see unfruitfulness we can declare it as unacceptable to God and recogniz eitas
a cursed item, not a blessing. In cursing it, curse it at it's root so that it will immediately

wither and dry up no longer sustaining an appearance of being potentially fruitful but

being what it truly is, something that does not give pleasure to God.

Matthew 3:10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

Personal Devotion - Reflections




Monday {Teaching Monday}
This day coincides with Monday April 6, 2009

Arising early the next day Monday, we know from Mark 14:1  and Matthew 26:2 that
we have two days left until the Passover. We would again follow Jesus to Jerusalem and

to the temple as Jesus spends another day preaching in the temple and having discourse

with the Scribes and Pharisees. On the way to the temple we would again pass the fig
tree that Jesus had cursed the day before and be astonished with the other disciples that

the fig tree has completely dried up and withered from the roots up Matthew 21:19,
Mark 11:20 . We would again consider that the fig tree cannot be our coveri ng for sin
and that God finds man -made religious practices unacceptable, not one day will pass

where the religious practices of man are acceptable to God.

We would follow Jesus back into the temple where the Scribes, Pharisees and lawyers

will make a final assault on the authority of Jesus Matthew 21:23 -23:39, Mark
11:27 -12:44 . Jesus will end His discussion with the Scribes and Pharisees with the
comments of "Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Jesus uses strong
words for strong circumstances. The leaders of Judah are misrepresenting Jesus. They
are misrepresenting the word of God in the Bible and all that God stands for. Jesus

refers to them as a "brood of vipers", referring to the words and actions of the leaders

that their deeds are separating p eople from the true God and are therefore as poisonous

as the poison of a snake.

Earlier, through the prophet Isaiah, Jesus said to the leaders of ancient Judah that when
the circumstances of their lives pressed against them and caused them to be
uncomfort able that they would responded from their heart. Jesus saw that the leaders
were upset with circumstances that they didn't understand and that their actions really
revealed their true heart towards God. Jesus was therefore quoting the prophet Isaiah in
ord er to encourage the leaders to search the scriptures in a new light and gain new
insight into the person of God and new insight into the kingdom of God. After the death
and resurrection of Jesus the book of Acts tells us that many of the Priests came to
believe in Jesus Acts 6:7 . Jesus is showing us that although strong words were used,
Jesus did it in a way of Reconciliation. There is only one Ministry, it is the ministry of
reconciliation, man to God and man to man.



After this discussion, Jesus left the t emple for the last time Matthew 24:1, Mark 13:1

We can immediately remember the Prophet Ezekiel, Ezekiel 10:1 -22 and his depiction
of the presence of God departing from the temple as the people had rejected God.

Ezekiel wrote of a temple from which the pr esence of God had departed and later that
temple would be destroyed by the invading Babylonians. Likewise, this temple with the

presence of God, in the person of Jesus departing, would later be destroyed by the

Roman armies.

After the discussion between t he leaders and Jesus, Jesus walked out of the temple and
the disciples followed Matthew 24:2, Mark 13:2 . The disciples thought that this was
the long awaited moment, the moment when the King Jesus, would take control and
according to scripture would reign and rule from Jerusalem. The disciples were now
interested in the buildings of the temple. In effect, the disciples were saying these are

great buildings to rule from and probably wondering where their office would be. As we

stand there and eavesdrop, we w ould hear Jesus reply and give a prophecy that the
temple would be destroyed, one stone block at a time, until there were no more stone

blocks left stacked upon another. The disciples were stunned. They realized that they

were not familiar with the current plan of Jesus.

That evening when they returned to the Mount of Olives, some of the disciples came to

Jesus privately and asked "what is the time or sign of Jesus coming into power?" In

other words, when is Jesus the King going to reign and rule on earth a s the King? Jesus
told them that it was not for them to know the times and gave a long informative

discourse into the end time events. Jesus specifically warned the disciples not to fall for
deception, that many will be deceived by the vast amount of lies and deceit being told in
the world. He taught that only the Bible is the true word of God. The teaching is how

called "Jesus' Mt. Olivet Discourse” Matthew 24:3  -26:2, Mark 13:3 -14:1 .

Personal Reflection #4 Our Ministry of Reconciliation

What is our partin ~ Reconciliation? Jesus came to Reconcile. The very Ministry of Jesus is
Reconciliation, reconciling man back into a relationship with God and also reconciling us
humans into a relationship with one another.

2nd Corinthians 5:18,19 And all things are of God , who hath reconciled us (Christians) to
Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the Ministry of Reconciliation; To wit, that God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them, and
hath committed untoust he word of reconciliation.

*The word reconciliation is called the Gospel, the "Good News" of our Life in Jesus as
opposed to the sour fact of our death in this earthly world.

The ministry of Jesus is the embodiment of the Cross that Jesus would be crucifie d on as
on the cross Jesus is lifted up - suspended, between Heaven (the dwelling of God) and

Earth (the dwelling of man). The vertical post of the cross represents reconciliation

between God and Man while at the same time the outstretched - reaching out a rms of
Jesus and the horizontal beam of the cross represent the reconciliation of one to

another. Reconciliation is accomplished only in and by Jesus. There is no other hope for

mankind but in Jesus, His Cross and His Resurrection.



Personal Devotion - Reflections

Tuesday {Betrayal Tuesday}
This day coincides with Tuesday April 7, 2009, Matthew 26:6 -16, Mark 14:3 -11

As we awake Tuesday morning we will not go to Jerusalem and the temple as Jesus had
departed the temple for the last time on Monday. Instead, today we will go with Jesus to

the house of Simon a leper whom Jesus has previously cured. A woman will anoint Jes us
with more oil. Judas will depart to meet with the Jewish leaders to betray Jesus. Judas
will receive the promise of thirty pieces of silver Zechariah 11:2, Matthew 26:15 for

promising to deliver Jesus into the hands of the Jewish leaders.
Personal Reflection #5 Fellowship with the one who has cleansed us

Jesus has returned to spend time with Simon a Leper whom Jesus had previously
cleansed. How is it that Jesus would want to visit someone that was previously Unclean.
Usually when someone has knowled ge of the unclean areas of our life we want to get
away from them because we are vulnerable and do not want to be exposed by them for

what we truly are. Yet Simon welcomed Jesus into his own home and prepared for Him a
meal. All throughout the Bible we rea d how hurting and longing and suffering people
have turned to God and have found compassion and healing and like Simon, we too
have the privilege of hosting Jesus, the one who has healed us.

Matthew 11:28 -30 Come to Me (Jesus), all ye that labor and are h eavy laden, and | will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and Learn of Me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest for your Souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.



Personal Devotion - Reflections

Wednesday {New Covenant Wednesday}

This day coincides with Wednesday April 8, 2009 the start of the Passover week with the
Feast of the Lord's Passover, 14 ™ of Nisan .

Wednesday we would wake up to the second of the feast days known as the "Lord's
Passover." This feast was first observed by the Jewish people in Egypt the night the
plague killed all of the Egyptian firstborn sons, while death "Passed over" the Jewish
firs tborn because they were saved by the "Covenant blood" placed above the doors of

their houses Exodus 12:1 -36. This feast is also prescribed by God in Leviticus
chapter 23
We will follow Jesus to Jerusalem to eat the Passover dinner and celebrate it with th e

disciples in an upper room made ready by some friends. As we come into the upper

room in the early afternoon prior to the Lord's Passover feast which will be observed and

eaten later "at evening". We will see that Jesus and the disciples have just finish ed
eating a lunch/supper John13:2 . Jesus is telling the disciples that God the Father has

given all authority in heaven and on earth to Him. We marvel that this Jesus standing

before us is not just the King of Judah but is the King of the Universe, the Kin g of
heaven and of the earth, of the physical realm that is seen and also of the unseen

spiritual realm. Jesus presides over all as King.

Before we can comprehend the enormity of the kingdom of Jesus, we see King Jesus lay
aside His garments, pour water in to a wash basin and begin to wash the disciples feet.

We are in total agreement with Peter when Peter says to Jesus "Thou shall never
wash my feet," after all, kings of the earth do not wash their followers feet, so much
more the reason that the King of th e universe should not wash our feet. Then Jesus

explains to Peter that unless He washes our feet that Jesus will have nothing to do with
us. We wonder, "why have Jesus wash our feet and only our feet"? Then we realize that
Jesus is King and He is also our Abba, Daddy, Father, and likewise He is also the Holy



God. Being Holy, Jesus requires that we be cleansed in able to approach Him. Our
creator, Abba, Father, Jesus is happy to take all of His authority and use it to clean us

and draw us near to Him. We now know that Jesus is really talking about cleansing our
"Souls", our thought life and our emotions as the foot is a reference to the soul. We
realize that one dirty item cannot make another dirty item clean. We gasp as we realize

that ONLY Jesus can make us clean because only Jesus is clean and without Jesus
washing us and cleansing us, we will remain dirty and Jesus will "have nothing to do
with us.”  We make a mental note to spend more quality cleansing time with Jesus in
prayer and in reading the Bible.

It is now evening and time for the Lord's Passover Supper. All of the disciples are seated
around Jesus Matthew 26:20 . Jesus begins to explain how one of the disciples will
betray Him. We join the other disciples wondering if we will betray Jesus? After the
events of the past week, we now know that we are not that familiar with the plans of

God and that Sin is deceitful. Knowing that we can easily be deceived and betray Jesus

in our thoughts and actions, we make another mental note to walk in the Spirit with
Jesus at all times, seeking the wisdom and will of God continually for each and every
activity we do during the moments of our lives.

Jesus speaking up tells the disciples that to identify the one who will betray Him, He will

dip His bread in the sauce at the same time the betraying disciple dips his bread. As
Judas dips his bread Jesus also dips His Matthew 26:23 . We now know why, after the
foot washing that Jesus said "not everyone is clean" John 13:10 because Judas is
not clean, he is a betrayer. Judas a sks Jesus if he is the betrayer. Jesus tells him "yes
he is." We marvel that sin is so deceptive, that one can betray God and actually think

that he is doing God's work. We shudder as we think of all of the killing and all of the

wrong that has gone on by the deceived ones throughout the Church ages in the name

of Christianity. We are very glad to make the journey back to Holy Week to walk with

Jesus and to learn who He is so that we can be true disciples and true followers of Jesus.

Judas, after receiving a bread dipped in sauce by Jesus, then departs the room to
proceed to betray Jesus. The disciples wonder were Judas has gone. Some think he is

going to make arrangements for the next feast, the "Feast of Unleavened Bread" which

begins tomorrow, John 12:29. At first we think it is unlawful for Judas to go out at night

on a feast day but then a quick glance in our Bibles back to Leviticus 23 reveals that
the Lord's Passover is not a "Sabbath Feast." We wonder at the thought that the Lord's
Passover feast is n ot a "Sabbath - Rest" feast like all of the other feasts and therefore
there is no evening curfew for the feast. Unfortunately, as Judas leaves the presence of

Jesus, Satan then enters into Judas and demonically possesses Judas John 13:27
Again we realize the importance of staying in the presence of Jesus to keep ourselves

safe from the demonic/Satanic realm.

Jesus then takes the unleavened bread of the "Lord's Passover Feast" Matthew 26:26,
Mark 14:22  and giving Thanks, Jesus breaks the bread explaining t hat this is His body
broken for us, speaking of the cross that is to come tomorrow. He then passes the bread

for the disciples to eat.

Much earlier while following Jesus the disciples had dealt with this very issue of Jesus'
body. In  John 6:47 -58, Jesus to Id a large group of disciples that He, "is the true



bread of life that came down from heaven and any man who would eat of it that

man would not die but would live forever.” Many disciples were disturbed at that
saying of Jesus, John 6:66 "and some walked w ith Jesus no more." But Jesus had
also explained to the disciples John 6:63 that it is the Spirit that aids a man not the

physical. Jesus said that His words are Spirit.

So here this night of the Passover the disciples readily enjoy the bread knowing that it is
the Spirit of Jesus that gives Spiritual life.

Next Jesus takes a cup of wine. It is the third cup of the four prescribed cups of the
feast. The third cup is known as the cup of redemption. The first cup is the cup of
Sanctification, meaning to be se t apart to God for the feast. The second cup is the cup of
instruction, instructing that there were many plagues on the land of Egypt, yet the
children of God could not go free from slavery until there was a death of the firstborn.
Now this night Jesus is  proclaiming that He is the Firstborn of God and that His death
will set us free from the slavery of sin and the cruelty of Satan just like the death of the
firstborn did so many years ago back in Egypt.

Then Jesus taking the cup Mark 14:23  of redemption an d like the bread, giving thanks,
Jesus passed the cup to the disciples and said "take drink all of it," Matthew 26:27

this cup is the New Testament in His blood: this do, that as often as we drink of it, to

do it in remembrance of Jesus . The disciples are  fully aware that Jesus is speaking of

a better blood than man has, of His Spiritual life blood. They gladly take the cup of wine

and gladly drink all of it. We marvel that Jesus wants us to "Drink all" that He has for
us, all of His Life, Love, Compassion and Mercy.

Jesus then mentions that He will not drink again of the wine until He drinks it anew with

us in His Father's Kingdom. The fourth cup of wine that Jesus is postponing to drink is

called the "cup of Rejoicing." After the feast, the cup of rejoicin g is to be drunk as we
rejoice in all that God has done in our lives in setting us free and reuniting us with Him

in the promise land of Heaven. Jesus says that He will drink that next cup with all of us

for real in the real heaven. Jesus and the disciples then sing a Psalm in the closing of the
"Lord's Passover Feast."

Jesus now reminds us again that He is about to be betrayed. He tells us in advance so
that we will know that He does indeed know all things. Jesus then reveals to us that this
dark moment is  Satan's time. Judas has already left to betray Jesus. Jesus instructs us
saying that "Satan has nothing in Him", but that Jesus will show His love for the Father

by giving His life as a sacrifice to reunite us back to God, as this is the will of the Fathe
and it is also the will of the Son Jesus.

Arising they depart the room Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26, John 14:31 . We marvel
that this feast is not a Sabbath feast so they are able to walk in the night and not break

the law of the feast. Now during a short wa Ik, Jesus talks to the disciples about Himself
being the vine, the source of life and that the disciples are the branches and that the

disciples are to abide in Jesus for life. He also teaches about the persecution that will

come to all of His followers. T hen Jesus instructs them some more about the Holy Spirit

who the Father will send.



Jesus then prays His "Priestly High Prayer" to the Father John 17:1 -26, asking the
Father to receive all of His followers including us, His future followers and to unite us all
with Himself in Heaven with the Father. As Jesus prays to God the Father we conclude

that we know that Jesus' prayers are heard by the Father and answered! After His

priestly prayer of intercession for us to the Father, Jesus commits to His crucifixion and
then crosses over the brook of Cedron John 18:1  as He proceeds on to the garden of
Gethsemane, the Garden of destiny. Matthew 26:36, Mark14:32 . We now know why
God has not made the Lord's Passover to be a "Rest - Sabbath Feast" because Jesus and
the d isciples would have to remain at home or inside after the feast and could not have

legally walked to the Garden of Gethsemane, the Garden of destiny. Had this been a

"Sabbath - Rest Feast", it is also very unlikely that the Temple guards would have

broken the Sabbath themselves to journey to the Garden to arrest Jesus who, after all

was only peaceably praying to the Father. This is another powerful demonstration that

these events are events orchestrated and allowed by God Himself and not man just as

these e vents are foreseen in the prophetic writings by the prophets of the Old
Testament.

The Garden is the ideal place to reveal that God is in control. It was so many years ago

that Adam and Eve lost mankind's relationship with God through their own disobedienc e
in the original garden, the Garden of Eden. Jesus is now stepping into another garden,

the Garden of Gethsemane. Through His desire and obedience Jesus will continue to

restore back the lost relationship between God and mankind, this time for forever. Ha d
Jesus been arrested anywhere but in a Garden, say for instance in the streets or in the

upper -room, it would be difficult to correlate the events of the Last Supper to the events

of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. Since God made certain to go to the Garden we
have to correlate these two garden events and also the coming event of the resurrection

of Jesus from yet another garden, the Garden Tomb. This again reveals the detailed plan

of God as He has set it out for us in His Prophetic Word, the Bible, f rom Genesis to
Revelation.

We follow and see that Jesus is separated from His disciples and engaged in prayer to

the Father. Jesus asks for the third time for the Father to remove "this cup" Matthew
26:42 but there is no other "cup" of redemption available to mankind. Either Jesus gives
His life for us or mankind will never be reunited to God.

Angels come and minister to Jesus. He arises. Judas can now be seen leading a group of

Temple soldiers intent on arresting Jesus. Judas then betrays Jesus with a kiss Matthew
26:49 . Jesus in turn calls Judas "friend" Matthew 26:50 . Jesus is arrested, bound
with ropes and led off as all of the disciples abandon Him and flee.

Personal Reflection #6 New Covenant Reflection

The New Covenant - God has agreed to take on the appearance of a Human, to come for
us and to die in our place for our sins so that we can Live anew in a new Spiritual
relationship with God. God in His Love for us has taken our penalty of death so that we

can live in His life of love. With the New Covena nt and our New Spiritual Life "All things
have become New".



2nd Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold All things are become New.

Are we allowing ourselves to live in our newfound Relationship with God and are we
allowing ourselves the New Freedom that this relationship has to offer? When Jesus took

His Communion cup and offered it to His followers Jesus gave with it the instruction and

the invitation to "Drink all of it". Amen - and drink all of it we will.

Personal Devotion - Reflections

Thursday {Crucifixion - Agony (Bitter) Thursday}

This day coincides with Thursday April 9, 2009 Crucifixion Thursday -
Feast of Unleavened Bread, 15 ™ of Nisan - Matthew 26:47 -27:28, Mark 14:53 -15:47

In the next few hours Jesus will undergo six trials all of them will be a mockery of
justice. Jesus will come out of His third trial just in time to hear the disciple Peter deny a

third time to being a follower of Jesus. A rooster wi II crow marking the dawn to the
sunrise of a new day. This is the day in which Jesus of Nazareth, the true and living Son

of God, will be despised, rejected of man and crucified on a wooden cross. This day will

be the seventh day of our journey back and th e third feast day, the "Feast of
Unleavened Bread" - the feast of the removal of sin/leaven. Jesus will be despised,
rejected and beaten all of this because of the love that God has for His own creation and

of an ultimate desire to reunite the people that are rejecting Him back to Himself.

The horrific beating Isaiah 52:13 -53:12 that King Jesus will endure for us will be a
savage fit of rage, the rage of mankind and a fit of Satanic rage all wrapped into one. No
person has ever been so  savagely beaten as Jesus was that day. It is the kind of abuse
that all evil has against all innocence.

Peter will have gone out and wept bitterly for his part in denying Jesus. Peter will not
look to himself but will again look to God and experience the total love and forgiveness



that God Has for mankind. Judas, who also betrayed God, will not look to God, but
instead Judas will look to himself and will find no hope but only despair and in despair
Judas will go out and commit suicide.

Jesus is now led to a hill and crucified. It is the same hill that the Jewish forefather
Abraham brought his son Isaac to 4,000 years earlier Genesis 22:1 -19, to enact out a
loving father offering his only beloved son, a parallel to the crucifixion of Jesus. Jesus is

offered wine mixed with bitter gall to drink but Jesus rejects the bitter wine because He

has promised that the next wine He drinks will be with us in Heaven and it will be a

sweet cup of Heavenly rejoicing not the bitter cup of this world.

Jesus' first words on the cross Luke 23:34  will be "Father forgive them, for they

know not what they do." Forgiveness. Even as He is rejected, Jesus forgives. We
stand amazed as the two thieves being crucified along with Jesus, mock Him. Then one

of the th ieves turns and says "we are getting our just rewards; but Jesus is

innocent". Then one of the thieves says a most remarkable thing. He says "Jesus
remember me when you enter into your kingdom" Luke 23:42 . We look on in
dismay. "Enter the Kingdom of Jesus? !

True, Jesus declared Himself to be a King only a few days ago and a King has to have a

kingdom, but Jesus is dying on a cross - No! Not death! The thief is right. Jesus is
entering into His kingdom, one where there is no more curse of the flesh. Where si n
does not reign. In fact sin is not even present in the Kingdom of Jesus.

That's it - only the Spiritual Kingdom of God is good enough for Jesus. He died to the sin
and human flesh of this world so that we can be united with Him in His glory, in His Holy
Spiritual Kingdom.

Jesus will remain alive on the cross for six hours, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. At noon,

the sky will grow dark Amos 8:9, Matthew 27:45 . Jesus will cry out from the cross
"My God, my God why hast thou forsaken Me?" Psalm 22:1 -31, Matthew 27 46 .
At 3:00, Jesus will give a victory cry and proclaim "It is finished" John 19:30 . We
marvel that the prophecy given to Eve in Genesis 3:15  is now fulfilled as Jesus, the Son

of God, has His own heal bruised for us while supporting His weight on the cro ss. It was
also on the same cross of victory on a hill called Golgotha (Skull) John 19:17  that Jesus
has crushed the head (skull) Genesis 3:15  of the deceiving serpent Satan.

Jesus will then commend His Spirit to His Father, He will then permit His Spirit to leave
His body Luke 23:46 . It is now near the evening of the third feast day, the "Feast of
Unleavened Bread." This feast according to Leviticus chapter 23 , iIs a Sabbath - Rest
feast and in order to properly keep this feast the followers need to be at h ome before
sundown and are unable to engage in any work. The legs of the two thieves on the other

two crosses are broken to hasten their deaths and to proceed with their burials before

sundown.

Jesus' lifeless body is taken down from the cross and placed i nto a new nearby tomb,
which is really a cavern carved out of solid rock and has been provided by Joseph of
Armethia. Jesus will be laid in the new tomb. His body, including His face, will be
wrapped with fresh linen cloth and soaked with 75 Ibs. of anoint ing oils John 19:39



Those taking part in the burial of Jesus will quickly depart to get home before the
Sabbath curfew of sundown.

That evening we will return with the disciples back to the upper room where the Lord's
Passover feast was held the night bef ore. The door will be shut and locked as everyone
will cower in the dark and in silence for fear that Romans will knock down the door to
seize more of the disciples and drag them off to be horribly crucified. It is the first night
without the presence of J  esus. It is a dark and bitter night.

We sit down to consider the events. The third feast - we wonder what are the odds that
everything of major importance would happen on a Feast Day? We know the odds are
the same as those that brought life into existence and the same as those that could

write the pages of the Bible before the events actually happened. We know that no odds

could do this because there are no odds. There is no chance involved. It is the
predetermined plan of God. Not chance, but a plan! It is a plan being carried out
carefully and deliberately before the eyes of mankind.

We ponder the feasts, first was "Sabbath" the required rest and Jesus presenting
Himself as our King. Next was the "Lord's Passover”, the Covenant feast of escaping

death and entering into life with Jesus in heaven in the presence of the Father. Now it is

the "Feast of Unleavened Bread" the third feast of the eight feasts prescribed by God to

Moses in Leviticus chapter 23 . That's it! Jesus often referred to leaven as "sin."
"Be ware of the leaven of the Scribes and Pharisees" Jesus would say and this
Feast is to remove the leaven, that is to remove the sin that infects mankind. Jesus'

shed blood and His death on the cross are a complete removal of our sin. It is complete

because death is the end result of sin therefore in Jesus' death all of our sins died. The

death of sin occurs on the cross. Later in the Resurrection of Jesus, we will receive of His

eternal Resurrection Life. Sin has to be removed. We cannot have fellowship with the
Holy God in the New Covenant until the Sin is removed. Jesus on this day became the

penalty for the sins of the world reconciling those who choose to be reconciled with God

in the New Covenant.

Personal Reflection #7 The Cross - a place of no compromi  se.

Jesus reached out to us - all the way and without compromise. He didn't compromise as

He took on the appearance of a human and entered into our physical realm so that He

could interact with us on our level. He entered into our physical level because we are
separated from the Holy God on His Spiritual level. We are separated from Him by our

sins and it is impossible for God to bring us and the sin that accompanies us into His

direct presence, so God in Jesus, came to us in our existence.

In reaching out  to us Jesus didn't compromise. He reached out with both arms open and
fully extended all the way, even to the cross. Mankind in return didn't compromise as
mankind rejected God. Mankind then reaching back with a hammer, nailed both of His
open and extended arms onto a wooden cross.

Today it is still our opportunity and our turn to reach out and touch Jesus even though
we do not see Him as He is in the Spirit realm like we see one another in the physical



realm. We can still come to that place of no compromis e and touch Jesus in that no
compromising place called faith.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

Personal Devotion - Reflections

Friday {Sealed Tomb Friday}
This day coincides with Friday April 10, 2009

We awake Friday morning our first day without the presence of Jesus. Today, the day
after the Feast of Unleavened Bread and before the weekly Saturday Sabbath that
begins at Sundown Friday, Jewish time, today is another regular day that happens to be
sandw iched between the two Sabbath day Feast days in this year's original "Jesus
Passover" celebration. Therefore with today not being a Sabbath day the usual work
including buying and selling can take place. Several people go to purchase spices and
ointments Mark 16:1, Luke 23:56 and mix them together to prepare them in order to
further anoint the body of Jesus.

Mark 16:1-2 And when the Sabbath (feast of unleavened bread) [Thursday] was past , Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, [Friday] had bought sweet spices ,
that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in the morning the first day [Sunday] of
the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun.

Early in the day we also find out that the Jewish leaders have just conferr ed with the
Roman leaders Matthew 27:62 -66 to have guards placed at the tomb of Jesus. This is

to prevent the disciples from stealing the body of Jesus and then claiming that He rose

from the dead, something I'm sure that no disciple intended to do, after all what good is



a dead leader? The tomb is now sealed with a Roman "seal" signifying that the body of
Jesus is inside and that all is secure in the tomb. The guards stand in front of the sealed
tomb and wait for Sunday.

The intent is that on Sunday the to mb will be unlocked/unsealed and the body of Jesus
will be shown to the Jewish leaders and all will be back to normal in Jerusalem because
Jesus said that He would live the third day, not the second day or the fourth day. Jesus
remaining dead in the tomb o n Sunday would reveal that He was not a prophet able to
prophesy that He would be alive the third day and also that He is not God able to
overcome human death. There is no chance to enter the sealed tomb until the three
days are up and the seal is removed by the Romans who placed it on the tomb. None of
the soldiers on duty have the authority to remove the seal and open the tomb, only the
Roman government has the authority to open the tomb and according to the contract

with the Jews, it will be after the th ird day. The frightened disciples are in no condition
to reveal themselves as followers of Jesus. So back to the familiar upper room everyone
journeys.

In the lonely darkness that comes on with despair the disciples lament that they are not

prophets. One p roclaims that he is just a herder of flocks from his youth Zechariah
13:4 -6. Likewise we sit in the dark and also wonder if we have the spiritual stamina

that it takes to make it through this "dark night of the soul." We begin to think about

Jesus and His ministry here on earth. We think about the parable of the sower Matthew
13:1 -23 and how hard and compacted the soil of our heart is. Emotionally we are
against obstacles and unable to push our spiritual roots down any further into fresh new

soil. We wonder what has become of Jesus the master Gardener, we need Him. We need

the Gardener to pull the weeds of doubt, to help us through life's thorns, to break up the

shallow rocky soil and to direct His seed into the good soil of our heart so it can bring

forth m uch fruit.

Oh, it's no use a garden needs a gardener to keep it pleasant. The garden can't maintain
itself from the hard soil, shallow rocks and choking weeds. Without a Gardener, the good
plants will come to nothing as they are choked out and perish among the weeds and
hard soil. We need God's direction and His plan in order for us to fulfill our life's purpose.

Personal Reflection #8 Man puts his seal of approval on God's death.

Matthew 27:66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure [inventory of the tomb contents],
sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

With the death of Jesus comes the Seal of approval from mankind. You can be certain
that Jesus died on the cross and you can be just as certain that the dead body of Jesus
was in the tomb on this the next day when the tomb was closed and the seal was placed
on it. Certain because mankind would have it no other way than that God, would be
declared dead, null, and void.

Oh they sealed the right tomb of death alright but they seale d the wrong object. What
they should have placed their seal on is on the death of sin, the sin that has separated
mankind from the Holy God for all of these years as God knows and as the Christian

knows it is sin that has been declared dead, null, and void and not God.



As we reflect on the death of sin, that the penalty for sin has been removed from us by

Jesus, do we really understand that the worst that can possibly happen to us is death

from sin? But that Jesus died for us so the worst thing that can hap pen to us has
happened to Jesus as He took our penalty for us. Now with the worst behind us thanks

to Jesus, we now have the best and a new opportunity as a new relationship with God is

now before us.

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God.

Personal Devotion - Reflections

Saturday {3 Day & 3 Night Prophecy Fulfillment Saturday}
This day coincides with Saturday April 11, 2009

Saturday is again the weekly Sabbath day of rest. We rest physically but emotionally we
are anything but at rest as we ponder an uncertain future without a leader, without our
King Jesus.

Let'sreca p Thursday - Sunday by looking at some verses in Luke:

Luke 23:52-24:1 [Thursday][Crucifixion day] "This man, Joseph of Arimathaea , went to Pilate
and begged the body of Jesus. And he took it down [from the cross] and wrapped it in linen,

and laid it in a sepulcher (tomb) that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.

And that day was the preparation [preparation for the evening Sabbath of Unleavened
Bread], and the Sabbath [Unleavened Bread, evening Sabbath curfew] drew on. And the

women also, which came with Him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld (observed) the
sepulcher, and how His body was laid. And they returne d (home) and [Friday] [normal Day]
prepared (worked & labored) spices and ointments; and rested the [Saturday][Sabbath
Day] Sabbath day according to the commandment [the 4th of the 10 commandments, the



weekly Saturday Sabbath]. Now upon the first day of th e week [Sunday][Resurrection Day]

very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had
prepared, and certain others with them."

Personal Reflection #9 Getting through the darkness

It's dark in there; it's a dark and lonely place in those deep dark tombs. Death is dark,
and it's dark when we look death in the face. Will the light shine? Will there be life? Will

life live and conquer the darkness; the loneliness, the despair, the finality of death? We

as humans have to  know. We have to know if there is any hope, any permanent
existence, any purpose, any reason to life and our existence or if our brief existence
here on earth is only a byproduct of some random collision of molecules. Only God
Jesus can answer this quest ion for us and it can only be answered in the Resurrection
Life of Jesus as only life can hold the answers to the problems that face mankind.

God has given to us, a long time ago, the answer and hlIS promise in each new day.

In the beginning of creation God created the Physical Light. He created light as a
representation for us to see that indeed His true Spirit light of life shines and it does
indeed remove the darkness of death. Every time life gets dark just remember the New

Day the Sunrise the Resurrecti on Sunshine from on high as the Sun represents to us the
True Son Light, Jesus. God made it that way! The Sun is our daily and momentary
reminder of God, of His Son Jesus, of His light, His warmth, His promises, His Life, His
Love and His Eternal Resurrect  ion Life for us.

Lamentations 3:21 -23 This | recall in my mind, therefore | have hope. It is the Lord's Mercies

that we are not consumed, because His Compassions fail not. They are new every morning:
Great is Thy Faithfulness.

Personal Devotion - Reflections




Sunday {Jesus' Glorious Resurrection Life Sunday}

This day coincides with Sunday April 12, 2009 Resurrection Sunday (Easter) also the
"Feast of First Fruits," the first Sunday of the week after the feasts of the "Lord's
Passover & Unleavened Bread" Matthew 28:1 -15, Mark 16:1 -14, John 20:1 -23

Sunday, the first day of the week, we arise early and ponder that today is also a feast

day, the fourth feast, the "Feast of First fruits". We wonder why Leviticus 23 this Feast
did n ot have an actual date to be celebrated like the Lord's Passover, the 14th of the

month and the Unleavened Bread, the 15th of the month but the Feast of First Fruits is

specifically to be celebrated on the first Sunday of the week after the Passover.

Today is also the day the seal is scheduled to be removed from the tomb of Jesus. Some
of the women go early in the morning at first light to await access to the tomb to
continue to anoint the body of Jesus. While walking to the tomb the women encounter
an Ange | who asks them  why they are seeking the "Living" among the dead? For
Jesus whom you seek is Not Dead but He is Alive!

The women continue walking. They arrive at the tomb and they see the Roman seal is
broken, the stone is rolled back and looking into the tomb they notice that the body of
Jesus is missing but His burial wrappings remain there in an undisturbed manner. Seeing
what appears to be the Gardener, the women ask him where he has moved the body of

Jesus too? "Mary" replies the Gardener, WAIT! Mary k nows that voice. This Gardener is
JESUS, HE'S ALIVE! Mary and the women grab the feet of Jesus. Jesus tells them that

He has not yet gone to the Father John 20:17  but to go and tell the Good News "of the
resurrection” to the rest of the disciples.

Peter an d John, like the rest of the disciples doubt the good news of the resurrection of
Jesus but they run to the tomb to see for themselves. John and Peter enter the empty
tomb together. John had been one of the disciples at the crucifixion and he helped place
Jesus into the tomb. As John saw the anointed strips of cloth used to wrap the body of
Jesus, John realized that the cloth was not unwound but just empty, vacated and
collapsed down in a way in which a human body could not have been physically removed
from within the cloth covered with ointment. John seeing this, believed John 20:8

Back in the upper room two, disciples are excitedly telling of meeting and journeying

with the Risen Jesus on their way to the town of Emmaus, Luke 24:33 . Meanwhile, in
the uppe r-room the door is shut and locked John 20:19  and Jesus suddenly appears in
their midst in a supernatural way.

The newly Resurrected Jesus presents Himself to the disciples. The disciples marvel that

Jesus is alive again and then King Jesus breathes His Ho ly breath on them to give them
His resurrection Spirit life. Amazed we realize that this is the same way and the same

giver of Life who had previously breathed life into Adam our first forefather Genesis
2:7 . Jesus said ‘"receive you the Holy Spirit" John 2 0:22 . The disciples by faith
receive the Holy Spirit offered by Jesus and by receiving the Holy Spirit they become

"Born Again" new creations.






